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ABOUT THIS CONFERENCE AND THE #DELETECYBERBULLYING PROJECT 
 
Cyberbullying has become a growing concern across the EU. Although there is no consensus on 
the extent of the phenomenon, the number of children, young people and adults affected remains 
huge and for some victims, the consequences of cyberbullying can even lead to self-harm or 
suicide. 
 
Tragedies such as self-harm or suicide leave families completely broken. In order to ensure that it 
never comes to this, COFACE, the Confederation of Family Organisations in the European Union 
got engaged in the #DeleteCyberbullying project. Although bullying is something that nearly all 
young people experience at some point in their lives, this does not mean that it is "normal" or 
should be treated lightly.  Nowadays, with the increased use of new technologies, and especially of 
the internet, has extended the scope and reach of "traditional" bullying. 
 
The implications of these changes are huge. While some years ago, parents could identify a 
bruise, a black eye or other physical injuries resulting from bullying, while teachers could be on the 
look-out for verbal violence in the school premises, current forms of cyberbullying completely 
change the roles and the skills that actors such as parents or teachers need to have in order to 
intervene effectively, since cyberbullying can go "virtually" unnoticed! 
 
COFACE cannot leave parents, children or teachers powerless in the face of cyberbullying! 
 
Thankfully, many actors have rightfully identified cyberbullying as a priority for concern and for 
action and have developed many tools, activities, policies… to tackle this issue. So far, however, 
most initiatives lack cross-fertilisation, shared resources, material and tools, coordination and 
cooperation. 
 
In this light, COFACE, along with its #DeleteCyberbullying project partners*, organises a European 
Conference on Cyberbullying on the 28th of May in Madrid. The conference will bring together key 
actors and stakeholders involved in the prevention of cyberbullying, early detection and 
intervention, including NGOs, helplines and hotlines, public bodies and law enforcement. 



 
The aim of the conference will be to foster more cooperation between key actors, reference and 
share their existing good practices and material and create innovative tools which feed on the work 
of all these stakeholders to better empower and support children, parents and teachers in relation 
to cyberbullying. 
 
The conference will be divided into two parts: 
 

- A focus on formal presentations from a variety of key stakeholders in specific areas such 
as awareness raising, industry initiatives or youth perspectives. 

 

- An afternoon interactive session where participants will have a chance to present their 
activities either formally or during the debates and discussions in relation to three key target 
groups, namely children, parents and teachers. 

 
Finally, a market place will be available for all stakeholders to share their existing material on 
cyberbullying. 
 
Many key actors will be present to provide high level input and contribute to the success of the 
conference: 
 

- Janice Richardson will provide the latest insight on the activities of the INSAFE network 
related to cyberbullying and will chair the session of young people brought by Beatbullying 
(UK) and Protégeles (Spain). 

 

- Key industry players will present their activities related to preventing and intervening in 
cyberbullying, including Telefónica, Habbo, Tuenti and Vodafone. 

 

- NGO and civil society actors such as Childfocus (Belgium), Beatbullying (UK) and Pantallas 
Amigas (Spain) will present their initiatives with key innovative practices such as peer 
mentoring online, online chat help, awareness raising and empowerment campaigns. 

 
A variety of stakeholders will share their activities during the Hub sessions. 
 
 
Hub 1 
 

How can we better empower 
and reach parents? 
 

What tools/actions have been 
developed to support them in 
their parenting role? 
What advice can we give to 
parents on the various aspects of 
cyberbullying? (i.e: prevention, 
early detection, early 
intervention…in the case of the 
child being a victim or a bully, 
cooperation and actions with 
external actors such as 
schools…) 

Hub 2 
 

How can we better empower 
and reach children & youth? 
 

What tools/actions have been 
developed to raise 
the awareness of children both 
as potential victims 
and bullies to prevent 
cyberbullying? 
What are the main tips  
that we can think of that would 
empower victims 
and foster an early intervention 
and solution 
to their problems? 

Hub 3 
 

How can we better empower 
and reach teachers/schools? 
 

What tools/actions have been 
developed to raise the awareness 
of teachers and school staff about 
the importance of addressing 
cyberbullying and how to cope 
with it in cases where it happens 
outside of the school premises? 
What are the main actions that 
teachers and school staff can take 
to prevent cyberbullying from 
happening and resolving a 
cyberbullying issue as quickly as 
possible? 

 
* This conference is organised in the framework of the European Awareness Raising Campaign on 
Cyberbullying project: #DeleteCyberbullying. This project is funded by the European programme 
Daphne III (protection of children, young people and women against all forms of violence). 
 



 
 
Conference Links 
 
Programme, participants’ list and speakers’ presentations: http://deletecyberbullying.eu/euconference/  
Videos and pictures: http://deletecyberbullying.eu/multimedia/ 
Press coverage: http://deletecyberbullying.eu/press/ 
 
For more information about the project go to: http://deletecyberbullying.eu/ 
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For more information about COFACE and its work visit our website: www.coface-eu.org 
and follow us on 

 

                         
 
 

 

 
This conference is funded by the Daphne III programme. This programme 
aims to contribute to the protection of children, young people and women 
against all forms of violence and attain a high level of health protection, 
well-being and social cohesion.  
More: http://ec.europa.eu/justice/grants/programmes/daphne/index_en.htm  

 


